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Following the Public Consultation back in June 2010 regarding the enabling development required to fund construction of 

the rowing lake, the whole project was at last included in the Bedford Local Development Framework. This was an abso-
lutely vital step forward for the progress of the scheme and has been achieved, so many thought, against the odds.  

To celebrate this momentous step forward a tree planting ceremony was held on 23 March to mark a formal start to the landscap ing  of 
the Rowing Lake. Guest of honour was Mayor Dave Hodgson who, alongside his Chief Executive Phil Simpkins has been instrumenta l i n 
driving the project forward and achieving the significant step of it being part of the Local Development Framework.  

..AND FINALLY...  
A big thank you to everyone 
who took the time to com-

plete a support form back in 
June for the Public consulta-

tion. Inclusion in the Local 
Development Framework is 
the result.  

The council received an un-
precedented level of re-

sponse with over 1200 re-
plies of which 98% were in 
favour of the scheme. Along-

side that just short of 1000 
people joined the Facebook 

page.  
Without doubt, all of that ef-
fort by each individual made 

a difference  -  so many peo-
ple all pulling together to 

make something positive 
happen!  
 

Phil Simpkins came on board they 
have made a meaningful difference to 
this community scheme.ô 
 

CHARITIES &  

LANDOWNERS  
Representatives of landowners 
involved and the charities  

supporting the project including 
the Connolly Foundation, the 
Poynter Charitable Trust, The 

Forest of Marston Vale Trust and 
Bedford Rowing Lake CIC were 

present and planted additional 
saplings.  
 

SCHOOLS  
Local schools were represented 

by St Thomas More, Biddenham, 
Sharnbrook and Bedford Modern 

plus the University of Bedford-
shire  -  all recognising the      
projectsô significance. 

 

MAYOR HODGSON MAKES THE DIFFERENCE  

MAYORôS COMMENT 
Commenting, Mayor Dave Hodgson 
said: ñThe start of the landscaping of 
the rowing and watersports lake is an 
exciting step in the development of 
this major project for Bedford Bor-
ough.ô 
 

He added, óThe lake will provide top 
quality sport and leisure opportunities, 
and alongside the River Valley Park 
enabling development it will bring real 
benefits to our local economy.  It is 
fantastic that substantial progress is 
being made on this ambitious project, 
which will bring lasting benefits for 
Bedford Borough now and for genera-
tions to come. 
 

OLYMPIC EFFORT 
Local double Olympic rower and  
Director of the Bedford Rowing Lake  
Company, Pete Mulkerrins com-
mented, óSince Dave Hodgson and 

Pulling together �² Mayor    

Hodgson and Olympian Pete  
Mulkerrins  

Pictured: Pulling together �²  Mayor Hodgson with invited guests from representative bodies both involved with and who 

will benefit from the scheme. In the background is one of a number of water areas already in place which will form the 
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ing that the Mayor and his Chief Executive have engendered in Borough Hall.  


