BEDFORD' S GOLDEN OPI

Right now Bedford has a golden opportunity on it s own doorstep to implement a shining example of how long term
planning can be facilitated i itis the Bedford River Valley Park , with the Bedford Rowing Lake as its focal point.

Add in proposals for an educational campus , development of science and technology facilities, leisure, housing a nd continuing care retirement
communites (descri bed as OEnabl and gur tbvenv eolldvelneeecom6¢ t he o6 gol d st an cafrddwelopmentfor thdiriexd t
100 years .

This supplement describes the vision for th e whole project,
local charities which have all expressed an interest in offering

development
THE BEDFORD RIVER VALLEY PARK
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details some of the facts and figures and provides an insight into the work of the three
some degree of support for the Bedford Rowing Lake and the associated enabling
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The first real chapter of this project began in
February 2006 with the announcement of an
award of £2.3 million to the Marston Vale Trust
for the master planning of this extraordinary 3.5
square mile Park and the purchase of the 120
hectare Grange Estate. (see insert in the plan
above.)

In July 2006 Planning Consent was granted for
the 2300 metre rowing training lake which forms
an integral part of the BRVP.

A further step was taken with the opening of the
new cycleway at The Grange and the publication
in March of a Framework document setting out a

shared vision to guide
the next decade and beyond.
Havi ng-st'akritcekd’ t he prc

Vale Trust is now working with the Environment
Agency, Natural England, local authorities and
the private sector to identify how best all of
these partners and others can help make the
Bedford River Valley Park a reality.

The next major step will be to explore
establishing a dedicated sports facility. Rowing is,
arguably, Gr eat Britain’'s mo
sport, and the only one to bring Gold medals
home in all of the last seven Olympics.

It is a sport Bedford has excelled at with two
previous Olympic Champions, Tim Foster and
Jack Beresford, plus numerous other Olympic and
international rowers in both t he me n
women’s teams.

However, to sustain this world class level of
achievement that can be so inspirational to us all,
and particularly school children, we need
matching world class facilities. It may then
produce more Olympians of the future!
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Machinery on site now will transform the lake area from the sort of landscape above into

the landscape below — all on land 80% owned by charities or our council.
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The proposed enabling development is
something less than 5% of the Bedford
River Valley Park and is restricted to land that
is above the current floodplain. It provides the

| landowners with the opportunity to remove and

treat contaminated areas of landfill to the west of
Willington and to the north of Cople.

A significant part of the enabling development
would be a Continuing Care Retirement Village
proposal backed by The Kathleen and Michael
Connolly Foundation. The Bedford Charity (The
Harpur Trust) has also shown an interest in
supporting this development along with the
rowing lake and any associated

The lake will enable wider participation by local
state schools and the University of Bedfordshire
in rowing, plus the possibility of many other
Olympic sports benefiting from the facility and its
surrounds such as triathlon, canoeing, open
water swimming, archery etc.

It is worth bearing in mind that Lake Banyoles,

¢ host to the Olympic rowing and canoeing from

the Barcelona Games, i s now Eur.
popular rowing training camp venue — in less
than four years the London Olympics will take
place and provide a similar legacy for British
sporting venues and new participants.

These proposals have been put forward for
consideration by the planning authority now and
there will be wide consultations made before any
decisions are made. However, in the meantime
the lake is already being partially delivered as a
result of present mineral extraction and the July
2006 Planning Consent.

(see photos)



